
living. The inebriates will be protected and
housed. The saloon will disappear, and alcohol
will be unknown. This will be a reality when
medical men take up this study from a purely
scientific point of view.

In discussion Dr. Kiernan said:
He thought that Dr. Crothers did not fully

appreciate the legal difficulties in caring for the
inebriate. It is only when he has reached crim¬
inality that the law becomes efficient in restrain¬
ing his morbid appetite. Additional difficulty
was added to these cases by the confused rulings
of courts regarding tests of criminal responsibil¬
ity. There were, however, signs of advancement
and a disposition to yield time honored but
erroneous precedents. Inebriates should have
the same legal status as lunatics.

THE NEUROSES FROM A DEMOGRAPHIC
POINT OF VIEW.

Abstract ofa Paper Read in the Section ofMedicalJurisprudence and
Neurology, at the Forty-second Annual Meeting of the American

Medical Association, held at Washington, D. C., May, 1891.
BY IRVING C. ROSSE, M.D.,

OF WASHINGTON, D. C.

The title of this paper may seem rather an
ambitious one, since the study of vital and social
statistics, and their application to the compara¬
tive study of races and nations, is almost too new
to furnish many principles that may serve as
bases of induction. However, I purpose to state
in a fragmentary way a few notes and observa¬
tions bearing on the subject.

More than usual experience as a traveller has
brought me in contact with various races of men
under different mesological conditions. Experi¬
ence and observation in this line show that, in
spite of physical and moral varieties, there exists
practically, for the physician, but one people,
since there are no wide differences, biologically
or medically speaking, in the human species;
and the infirmities of men, notwithstanding their
physical inequalities and the extensive range of
the nosological table, are much the same the
world over, no matter whether they be classified
among the white, the yellow, or the black races.

I confine myself advisedly to the simple classi¬
fication of white, yellow and black, as it seems
to be the best for descriptive anthropological pur¬
poses, and is, moreover, that adopted by Aris¬
totle, Cuvier, and by a recent contemporary au¬
thority, Dr. Latham.

In the consideration of ethnological subjects
there seems to be an inability, on the part of
some people, to rid the mind of such abstractions
as geographical lines and political distinctions,
though it is well known that they will not keep
away disease or noxious products. Indeed, the
prejudice is carried so far that one might infer

the notion that being born in a stable makes one
a horse. We should not lose sight of the fact
that the offspring of an English man and woman
in Africa will partake of the ethnological charac¬
teristics of the Anglo Saxon race for all time to
come, so far as we know, and that the descend¬
ants of a black African man and woman in
America will perpetuate the negro type with
marked persistency. The latter fact is so well
established that in studying cases of the crossing
of the colored races, families have been observed
in which, at the end of several generations, there
were a series of children having much more than
their father and mother the signs of an African
mixture, going back at least to a fifth anterior
generation. A woman whose father was a quad¬
roon and whose mother showed traces of African
blood, having married an Englishmau of pure
race, had nineteen children, all of whom showed
unequivocal traces of this sixteenth of African
blood (Bulletin de la Soc. d'Anthropologie, 1865,
p. 288). Among the motley population of the
West Indies, it is noticeable that the African
negro, transplanted to a sky but a little differ¬
ent from his own, has scarcely undergone any
physical or moral modification ; in fact, he flour¬
ishes in the Antilles like the green bay tree, na¬
ture there being so much in his favor that after
successive generations of mulattoes, the children
revert to the negro type. Of course I do not pre¬
tend to deny the influence of meteorological con¬

ditions. Food and drink, and social and political
surroundings; the conception ofthe remotest past
and a forecast of the remotest future circumstan¬
ces; everything in space, from a man's shirt to
the farthest nebulse and deepest stratum of earth
that he can infer, are but parts of the tremendous
whole that acts upon man, or that he can act
upon.

In the climate of the West Indies, for instance,
which Darwin speaks of as a great wild, untidy,
luxuriant hothouse, the combined effect of hu¬
midity with extreme heat softens, relaxes and
impairs the fibres in men and animals, renders
them lazy, inert, phlegmatic, and reduces them
promptly to a state of complete atony. In these
islands of indolence, even mosquitoes are lazy,
and appear supremely indifferent when compared
with the ones that I have seen inside the Arctic
circle in Northern Alaska. Fish are not game.
It is related with some show of authenticity, as
evidence of climatic result, that the tarpon has
allowed itself to be caught by fishermen who
dived to the bottom and placed a hook in its
mouth. Mice are also wanting in the alacrity
that characterizes the northern species. Imported
quadrupeds weaken and degenerate rapidly. The
hog alone flourishes. Frenchmen do not accli¬
mate and flourish in the Caribbean climate as

they do, for instance, in Canada, under the same

isotherm as Denmark, and Dr. Rochoux declares
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that families who are not from time to time re¬
cruited become extinguished in the third and
fourth generation.

It is true that atmospheric vicissitudes have
much to do with the sicknesses of all latitudes,
and may impart a different shade of color to a

malady, that is produced by a sort of anatomical
determinism. Meteorological influences of the
climate modify the telluric conditions, alimenta¬
tion, habits, etc., yet as regards climate, obser¬
vation and experience seem to be our only guides.
Up to the present time, climatology has given us

many figures with but few results, and topogra¬
phy teaches nothing upon the salubrity of a coun¬

try. It does not explain why cholera is in India,
plague in Egypt, and yellow fever on the shores
of the Gulf of Mexico. Nor does it tell why
malarial fevers spare New Caledonia, in spite of
the existence of numerous marshes, and why
they ravage Madagascar in spite of its grand
chain of mountains.

We, of course, do not look for sunstroke and
malarial fevers among Eskimo, nor for frost bites
and snow blindness among the natives of tropical
Africa, yet I have found locomotor ataxia equal¬
ly in Hayti and New York, and have seen the
prevailing geophagism of the Antilles and South
America among negroes of the Southern States.

This neurosis of the function of digestion is
not the exclusive infirmity of degraded and prim¬
itive negro tribes. Pathological geophagy is
found among the yellow races in Java, China and
Siberia. It has been observed in the white race
in some of the provinces of Spain, and among
the poorer classes of whites inhabiting the pine
barrens and thinly settled portions of several
Southern States.

Gastric depravity is not confined to human
beings. Collective investigation on this subject
enables me to mention numerous instances.

I have known a sow to eat her whole litter of
pigs, and I have seen coprophagy in one of the
elephants confined in the London Zoological Gar¬
den. On observing the habits of the fur seal
during four visits to the Prybolof Islands, I have
learned that these animals are in the habit of
swallowing stones. The lithoborous habits weie
confirmed by finding in many stomachs stones
weighing  /2 lb. apiece. One paunch contained
in the aggregate over 5 lbs. of large pebbles, and
in the stomach of one sea lion there were found
more than 10 lbs. of stones, some of them of
great size.

If such facts as the foregoing convince the bi¬
ologist of the identity of pathological phenomena
occurring in the animal series with those ob¬
served in man, it is more striking from an anthro-
popathological point of view that there is strong¬
er relation among diseases of men of all races,
in all climates. Nervous diseases form no excep¬
tion to this principle ; for in a general way it is

true that all species suffer nearly in the same
manner when exposed to the action of the same
morbid causes.

In a retrospective way it is quite possible for
a neurologist to study at the present time some
of the convulsive manifestations of the Middle
Ages ; and if we have the snake worship, magi¬
cal associations and nocturnal mysteries of voo-

douism in Africa and Hayti, is not our own

country preeminently the land of spiritualists,
mesmerism, soothsaying, and mystical congrega¬
tions?

Much of my practice having been among Jews,
I have had occasion to notice the calm, sober,
and sedentary manners of that cosmopolitan race,
in whom the prolonged influence of climate has
certainly caused no material transformation of
type. The world over, they preserve the Semitic
stamp, and observe the excellent hygienic code
that secures them such pathological immunity
that it is said they are less often struck by light¬
ning than other people. On the other hand, the
phenomena of nervous and mental disease are
more frequent in them than in other races.

We find familiar examples of strange nervous
manifestations in such circumstances as a dance
among the Sioux Indians, or a revival among
the Anglo-Saxons at a camp-meeting. At both
many of the participants will sing, laugh, weep,
foam at the mouth, and fall exhausted in a faint
or swoon.

Analogous conditions of nerve disturbance may
be found equally among the black inhabitants of
equatorial latitudes and the Hyperborean Mon-
goligae who live under the midnight sun. Be¬
sides gross anatomical differences in the negro
and a difference of personal essence, so to speak,
we find an obtusión of peripheral sensibility, said
to be owing to flattening of the tactile corpuscle.
There is a want of fineness in the reflexes, les¬
sened sensibility to alcohol, small intensity of
nerve action, and, according to some observers,
difference in the electrical state. I have noted
similar things among the Eskimo of Bering
Strait, the Tchutchkis of Arctic Siberia, and
among the Innuit population generally. The
nervous derangements of the Northern tribes,
who, by the way, believe in and practice Sha¬
manism, go to show that nervous diseases are

not, as many people believe, confined to civiliza¬
tion. Among these people I have seen insomnia,
epilepsy, chorea, cerebral haemorrhage, paraple¬
gia and hemiplegia, and suicidal mania.

A nervous affection known in the State of
Maine as the jumping disease, has its analogue
in the Siberian emeryaki, so prevalent in the vi¬
cinity of Jakutsk. I may remark incidentally
that, in the original account of this affection
given to the public, the word was incorrectly
spelled. Dr. Bunge, of St. Petersburg, writes
me that it should be written emeryaki in order to
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approximate its Russian pronunciation. There
is, besides¡¡ erneryak, the male patient; emeryaki,
emyraka, the female patient ; and finally a verb,
emeryatschitz, to be affected with this disease.
My friend, Lieut. Schütze, of the Navy, who has
seen much of this disease, thinks it is owing to
excessive consumption of tea and tobacco, and
psychic depression of isolated communities and
long polar nights.

The ancient habit of tattooing is still common

among school-boys, sailors, soldiers, criminals,
and prostitutes living in so-called civilized com¬
munities. The practice, generally confined to a
low grade of development and originating in
perversion of the sexual instinct, is found pretty
much over the world, notably in the Polynesian
Islands and some parts of Japan, and I have been
struck with the similarity of design on the chins
of women when visiting two places so far apart
as Morocco and Saint Lawrence Island. To
anticipate criticism for mentioning what may
seem a very trivial subject, I would say that tat¬
tooing is significant from a medico-legal point of
view, no less a person than the Lord Chief Jus¬
tice of England, having characterized it as a

matter of vital importance.
As regards perversions of the sexual instinct

and outrages on morals, our common humanity
seems to have much the same aptitudes and in¬
stincts, regardless of the points of the compass.

Even a superficial observance of the sexual
morals of the Eskimo causes one to smile at
Lord Kame's "Frigidity of the North Ameri¬
cans," and at the fallacy of Herder, who says:
" The blood of man near the pole circulates but
slowly, the heart beats but languidly ; conse¬

quently the married live chastely, the women al¬
most requiring compulsion to take upon them the
troubles of married life," etc. Nearly the same

idea, expressed by Montesquieu and repeated by
Byron in "Happy the Nations ofthe Moral
North, ' ' are statements so at variance with my
experience, that this fact must alone excuse a

reference to the subject. So far are they from
applying to the people in question that it is only
necessary to mention, without going into details,
that the women are freely offered to strangers by
way of hospitality, showing a decided preference
for white men, whom they think beget better off
spring than their own men. In this regard one

is soon convinced that salacious and prurient
tastes are not the exclusive privilege of people
living outside of the Arctic circle ; and observa¬
tion favors the belief in the existence of pederas-
try among Eskimo, if one may be allowed to

judge from circumstances not necessary to par¬
ticularize, and from a word in their language
signifying the act.

Coming nearer to home, we find that paranoia
and general paresis are more common in the
white race as they come under the civilizing in-

fluences of town life, the bad features of which
are increased consumption of tea, alcohol and
tobacco, exposure to venereal disease, and the
unequal distribution of wealth. The same causes
seem to have produced an anotomical determin¬
ism in the black race, among whom suicide and
insanity were rare before the civil war, which
goes to show that such affections are modified by
mesological causes rather than by race.

I trust that the foregoing experiences, incom¬
plete as they are, may call the attention of others
to the study of pathological anthropology in its
bearing upon nervous diseases; and if any obser¬
vation of mine shall prove genetic enough to
broaden the enthusiasm of the medical man, and
enable him to show less hesitancy in the treat¬
ment of disease, then I shall not regret having
claimed your attention.

In discussion of Dr. Rosse's paper, Dr. Osier
referred to the remarkable fact that chorea was
rare in the Indian and negro, also that locomotor
ataxia was rare in the colored race, while syphi¬
lis was common. On the contrary, hysteria was
a frequent disease among negroes.

Dr, Hughes said that Dr. Beard had made the
observation that nervous diseases were relatively
less frequent in the South than in the North.

Dr. Kiernan recalled that Dr. Spitzka, Dr.
Bannister and himself had made a study of eth¬
nological psychiatry. Paretic dementia, for ex¬

ample, was present in the negroes of New York
and Chicago, but absent from those in the South.
The reason for this was found in that in the cit¬
ies named they were exposed to the same condi¬
tions that produced the disease in the white race.

Dr. Rosse, in closing, said that he had recently
seen a case of locomotor ataxia in a full-blooded
negro.

STATUS EPILEPTICUS.
Read in the Section of Medical Jurisprudence and Neurology, at the

Forty-second Annual Meeting of the American Medical Associa¬
tion, held at Washington, D. C, May, 1891.

BY G. R. TROWBRIDGE, A. M., M.D., AND C. B.
MAYBERRY, A.M., M.D.,

Fellows of the American Academy of Medicine; Assistant Phj'si-
cians State Hospital for the Insane, Danville. Pa.; Members of

the American Medical Association, and Pennsylvania
Medical Society.

It should be a source of regret that a promi¬
nent writer and authority in medicine, in the de¬
scription of epilepsy, in his work on practical
medicine, makes this statement :

' ' As regards
the immediate danger from the paroxysms, the
prognosis is always favorable;"1 and, moreover,
he makes but bare mention of the condition
status epilepticus, when in reality it is the most
serious phase epilepsy assumes. It is for the
very reason that but comparatively little consid¬
eration has been given to this condition by the

1 Flint : Principles and Practice of Medicine.
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